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their attempts, parallel to some of Grosseteste's, to solve
the urgent problems of Church and State. Some attempt
can be made at summary, noting any such personal con-
nexions between the bishops as existed.
Grosseteste's work is too well known to require detailed
consideration here, although almost inevitably he set the
standard of achievement; popularly canonized,1 even in
the years directly following his death, his example was
quoted by such churchmen as Matthew Paris3 and Adam
Marsh3 as one most desirable for a bishop to follow.   To
his contemporaries, as to us, he appeared the c type9 of the
good bishop.   In 1235, when he became bishop of Lincoln,
he must have been one of the most thoroughly equipped
persons of his time for that office: even apart from his
learning and obvious ability it had so happened that from
his earliest youth he had been in places where there was
most opportunity of coming into touch with reform move-
ments.  His student days at Paris and Oxford had included
the formative pontificate of Innocent III.  He had risen to
responsibility at Oxford when there was opportunity of
directing the organization of studies and influencing the
activities of the Friars Minor.  Although we can no longer
picture him at work in the Salisbury diocese in the time of
its greatest bishop, Richard le Poore, he had worked for ten
years at the side of Hugh of Wells at Lincoln, years in
which to grasp the method of the latter's work, and the
problems of the diocese he was himself to rule.  Hence his ,
work as bishop would grow naturally out of his experience,
with no need for a probationary period in which to discover
problems and evolve remedies.   He could continue the
administrative tradition of Hugh of Wells, and begin his
attack on abuses, as we have seen, with the fullest academic
and  practical  knowledge  of the  issues  involved.   His
characteristic activities there, the records make clear, date
from the beginning of his episcopate:4 before his conse-
cration he had rejected unworthy candidates for preferment;
1 Stevenson, Robert Grosseteste, pp. 327-30 ; R. E. G. Cole, 'The Canonization
of Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln,* Lincoln Archaeological Society9vol. xxxiii,
Pt. I.                                                 2 Chron. Maj. v. 653.
3  Adam Marsh, Letters in Monumenta Franciscana, i. 466, 487.
4  F. S. Stevenson, Robert Grosseteste, pp. 111-67.